Ms Adele Hayes,

Environmental Services Department,

Oldham Metropolitan Borough Council,

Civic Centre,

PO Box 30,

West St.,

Oldham.

OL1 1UQ

Dear Ms Hayes,

Planning Application PA/046136 by United Utilities Green Energy Ltd For THE Development of A Windfarm on Land off Huddersfield Road, Denshaw, SADDLEWORTH.

I wish to object to the above planning application on the following grounds:

1.  The development would have a significant and undesirable impact on the character and quality of the Saddleworth landscape.  Much of Saddleworth is designated of Special Landscape Value in the present UDP and is of the “High Moorland Plateau” landscape type.  This is characterised by openness and views across vast areas of surrounding countryside and the dominance of the sky in the landscape, creating a sense of wilderness, remoteness, space and tranquillity.  The proposed wind farm would be visible from a large percentage of the upland areas of the district having a significant impact on their openness, distinctive character and quality. The movement of the turbine blades would completely dominate the open views over a large area.

2.  The whole of the development is within 200-300 yards of regional, national and international nature sites (SBI, SSSI, SPA and cSAC), designated for the protection of flora and fauna; in particular a number of rare bird species which nest in the vicinity.  Other species overwinter in the area.  The scheme ignores good practice of avoiding the fringe of such sites and may lead to unacceptable disturbance to endangered populations.

3.  The Pennine Way national trail passes within 0.7 Km of the site and the wind farm would be prominently visible for approximately 12 Km of its length.  The Oldham Way footpath also passes within 0.2 Km of the site and the wind farm would dominate views over much of its 20 Km length through the Saddleworth area.  The Pennine Bridleway national trail passes through the middle of the site and again the windfarm would dominate views over 5 or 6 Km of its length.  The development would seriously impact the quality of these trails and footpaths and lower their recreational value, not only for the local population but also for those living in the conurbations on either sides of the Pennines for whom the opportunity to enjoy the quiet tranquillity of the open countryside would seriously reduced.

4.  The development ignores the guidelines of the British Horse Society that the distance of the wind turbines from bridleways should be at least three times the height of the turbine (in this case 300m) in order to avoid danger to horse riders from horses being spooked.  The guidance of The Countryside Agency is that the safe distance should be at least four times the height (400m).  All turbines are approximately 200m from  the Bridleway or main road, and turbine 3 is 100m from the main road.  This is unacceptable on safety grounds as well as detrimental in visual terms – the route of the national bridleway is chosen to take users through some of the best scenery in the English countryside.

5.  The development is approximately 1.5 Km from Denshaw village and the turbines would be clearly visible to residents living within the village.  In the centre the blades would be partially visible while on the outskirts of the village, particularly, the Oldham, Delph and Rochdale Roads and the windfarm would have a substantial negative impact on visual amenity.  Such a loss of visual amenity to so many people is unacceptable. 

6.  The setting of the Denshaw Conservation Area would be significantly affected by the development, particularly the views into the conservation area from the Delph and Oldham Roads.  Such a significant impact on a Pennine village noted for its open landscape and setting is unacceptable.

7.  The development would be visible from 30 sq Km of the Peak District National Park and at its nearest point would be within 2 Km of the park.  The development would significantly affect the setting of the Park, views into and out of the Park, and the character of the scenery.  Such an impact would be unacceptable in term of the statutory purposes of the Park.

8.  The development would be entirely in the green belt and in terms of its technological nature and its impact on the openness of the green belt it falls within the category of “inappropriate development”.  PPG 2 states that very special circumstances would be required to justify inappropriate development.  Very special circumstances do not exist in this case.

9.  The site, and surrounding area, is archaeologically important.  It is rich in pre-historic finds and other remains almost certainly lie buried and are as yet undiscovered.  It has been suggested that a roman road possibly existed in the vicinity.  UDP Supplementary Guidance Note No 18 on Wind Power states that "Archaeological remains contain irreplaceable information about our past, and form part of our cultural heritage.   They are also non renewable and vulnerable to damage and destruction.  Construction of the turbines and access roads would disturb a large area of the site and would lead to the destruction of yet undiscovered archaeological remains, some of which could be of national importance (a bronze age ceremonial flint dagger was discovered at Ragstones, adjacent to Turbine 1).  The site should be left undisturbed as part of the cultural and historic heritage of the area.

10.  Wind turbines are known to generate noise and the close proximity of the site to the village of Denshaw and its outlying farms would almost certainly result in a noticeable noise level, particularly in certain weather conditions.  Whether this would be acceptable to residents has not been clearly demonstrated and it is unlikely it can be until the turbines are constructed.  Other schemes built so near to habitation have led to a significant loss of amenity.  The precautionary principle should apply and lead to a rejection of the proposal on the grounds of its proximity to the village and the likely noise disturbance.

11.  The disruption caused by heavy vehicular traffic during the construction of the site would cause significant loss of amenity and inconvenience to local residents and users of the A640 road.

12.  The route of the overhead cables connecting the site to the national grid is through the centre of Denshaw village and along the top of Crompton Moor, an important recreational area.  They will be visible from most of the village and may be silhouetted against the sky on the top of the moor.  This is a further and equally unacceptable loss of visual amenity for local residents.

13.  The relatively small amount of green energy generated by the scheme (3.5 MW assuming 2MW turbines and a load factor of 25%) and the resulting miniscule reduction in global CO2 emissions does not justify the large and unacceptable negative impact of the scheme on all the grounds listed above.  The Saddleworth landscape is not the place for such schemes, they should be sited well away from human habitation and areas of natural beauty and high recreational value.  Central government has now announced that it will be able to reach its target of 10% of energy coming from renewable sources by 2010 using off-shore wind farms alone. 
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